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more difficult, to correspond with his greater ability.
The reaction of the human subject was, in many In-
stances, surprisingly like that of the animal He re-
sorted at once to manipulation, twisting the puzzle this
way and that, examining this or that part of it, and fol-
lowing the suggestions offered by the part examined.
When the first reaction resulted In a check, some other
line of attack was substituted; and thus the subject went
from one attempt to another, exemplifying as well as an
animal could the principles of varied reaction and of
trial and error. In the course of these varied attempts,
the solution would be reached, often so unexpectedly as
to surprise the performer, who perhaps did not see at
all how he had escaped from the difficulty; and on a
second trial his behavior might be much the same as at
first; but, as in the case of the animal, the useless reac-
tions tended to be eliminated gradually in a series of
trials, and the movements that gave success retained,
so that the correct reaction was more and more quickly
performed.

Usually there was more of an intelligent process than
this. The subject, on his first accidental solution, might
at least observe where he was when success was reached,
and confine his future efforts to this place, thus materi-
ally shortening the time of subsequent trials. He might
also satisfy himself that such and such promising leads
led nowhere, and consciously eliminate them. He
might see Into the mechanism to a greater or less degree.
In some cases, indeed, he might gain a fairly complete
insight into its working, and so reach an intelligent
conception of the problem and of the method of solution.
The more he 'saw into' the thing, the more he was able